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The Affective Labor in the Production of Chinese Online Literature:
Beyond Literature and Commodities

Xuemei Zheng
(South China Normal University, Guangdong / Guangzhou, 510631)

Abstract: Starting from the literature-commodity duality of Chinese online literature, this paper adopts the
research methods of cyber ethnography and semi-structured interviews to explore the affective labor in
the production of Chinese online literature. It reveals that online literature writers often experience a
transition from initial passion to its gradual exhaustion. Highly commodified literary products, such as
genre fiction, provide a sense of excitement (“shuang”). Writers regard their readers as their “bread and
butter”, yet they also uphold their own principle (“dao xin”). Affective labor in online literature production
often breaks through the constraints set by capitalist platforms. The formation of subjectivity and
commonality requires equal participation from both writers and readers.

Keywords: online literature; affective labor; subjectivity; commonality
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