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An analysis of Horkheimer's critical theory from {The Social Function
of Philosophy »

Wang Hongjiao
(School of Marxism, Beijing Union University, Beijing,100101)

Abstract: In his article The Social Function of Philosophy, under the background of the dogmatism of
Marxism by traditional theory and the ideological imprisonment of people by fascist rule, Horkheimer
believes that traditional theory is essentially a bourgeois ideology, and its function is to prove the rationality
and permanence of capitalist social order, so as to ensure the better operation of capitalist society.
Therefore, he strives to introduce rationality into the real world and guide practice with the comprehensive
understanding of human beings, thus realizing the critical function of philosophy. Horkheimer realized the
transcendence, criticism and reflection of reality in his essay on the Social Function of Philosophy.
Horkheimer's criticism of traditional theory is based on Marx's criticism of bourgeois political economy,
which is not only an ideological criticism, but also a social criticism, showing his humanistic concern.
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