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A Study on the Five Elements Culture in Origin of Chinese Characters

Li Yi-bing
(School of Literature, Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou City, Henan Province, 450000)

Abstract: The Five Elements Culture encompassed in Xu Shen's work "Origin of Chinese Characters"
permeates various facets of ancient cultural life, exerting a significant influence on Xu Shen's
explications and providing subsequent generations with an invaluable reference for understanding
ancient culture. This article delves into the Five Elements Culture reflected in "Origin of Chinese
Characters” through the study of the five elements (metal, wood, water, fire, and earth) and their
associated radicals, offering valuable insights for scholars to comprehend and investigate the lifestyle
customs, ideological culture, and national identity of ancient Chinese society.
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