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Comparative Analysis of Traditional New Year Cultures between China
and Sri Lanka

-- From a Cross-cultural Communication Perspective

Zhang Yang
(Beijing Foreign Studies University, Beijing, 100089)

Abstract: From the Western Han Dynasty's envoy Zhang Qian's opening of the Silk Road to the
proposal of building the "Silk Road Economic Belt" and the "21st Century Maritime Silk Road" by
Chinese President Xi Jinping in September and October 2013, the aim has been to create a community
of shared interests, destiny, and responsibility through political trust, economic integration, and cultural
inclusiveness. Cultural exchange has always been a significant factor in promoting mutual
understanding among the world's various ethnic groups. Culture belongs to nations yet also to the world.
In the context of globalization, adhering to the Belt and Road Initiative and promoting intercultural
communication serve as catalysts for enhancing trust, cooperation, and mutual benefits among

countries worldwide.

Sri Lanka has been designated as an important node and junction of the Maritime Silk Road within the
strategic framework of the Belt and Road Initiative, possessing crucial strategic significance. Therefore,
strengthening cultural exchanges between China and Sri Lanka is pivotal and conducive to the effective
implementation of the Belt and Road strategy. Traditional New Year is one of the shared festivals
between China and Sri Lanka, bearing significant historical and cultural significance for both countries.
This paper takes the Chinese and Sri Lankan New Year cultures and customs as the entry point, using
the theory of intercultural communication to comparatively analyze the similarities and differences
between Chinese and Sri Lankan New Year cultures, aiming to promote cultural exchanges and mutual
learning between China and Sri Lanka, solidify the mutual understanding of the peoples of both
countries, advance the effective implementation of the Belt and Road strategy, and promote the
construction of a community of shared destiny between China and Sri Lanka.

The article is divided into five chapters, as follows:
1. The first chapter introduces the topic, research objectives and significance, and reviews studies on
intercultural communication and cultural symbols, analyzing the current research status of the Chinese
and Sri Lankan Spring Festival cultures.
2. The second chapter elaborates on the definitions of culture and festivals, analyzes the important role
of traditional festivals in national cultures, and discusses culture and festivals from the perspective of

cultural semiotics, highlighting the significance of intercultural communication.

3. The third chapter studies the origins and historical formation of traditional New Year festivals in China
and Sri Lanka, laying the groundwork for subsequent analysis.

4. The fourth chapter analyzes various traditional customs of the Chinese and Sri Lankan New Year

from the perspectives of visual symbols, auditory symbols, taste symbols, and spiritual symbols.
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Through comparative analysis, it is shown that the traditional New Year cultures of China and Sri Lanka
each have their own characteristics, but both reflect national characteristics, a love for life, and a

vigorous spirit of positivity.

5. The fifth chapter, through comparing the similarities and differences of traditional New Year cultures
between China and Sri Lanka, seeks commonalities and differences, providing a basis for cultural
exchanges between China and Sri Lanka and laying a foundation for such exchanges.

For both China and Sri Lanka, the traditional New Year is an important carrier of historical and cultural
heritage and a continuation of the spiritual pursuits of the two peoples. It also reflects the noble qualities
of the peoples of both countries, who love life and actively strive forward. Studying the New Year festival
cultures of both countries is conducive to strengthening understanding of the histories, national
traditions, and customs of both countries, while also promoting cultural exchanges, political trust,
cooperation, mutual benefit, and the construction of a community of shared destiny between China and
Sri Lanka.

Keywords: China. Sri Lanka. Cross-cultural communication. Festival. Cultural symbols

Traditional new year
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