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A study of English and Chinese euphemism from the perspective of
cognitive linguistics

Xing Jiating
(Zhengzhou University, School of Literature, Henan, Zhengzhou, 450000)

Abstract: Euphemism is a kind of special language means created by people in order to achieve the
ideal communicative effect in social communication. From the perspective that euphemism is not only a
social phenomenon, but also a psychological phenomenon, this paper introduces the similarities and
differences between English and Chinese euphemism, as well as some psychological aspects in the use
of euphemism. In particular, from the perspective of cognition, this paper makes an in-depth analysis of
the differences in the definition and composition of euphemism between English and Chinese. This
paper analyzes the cognitive mechanism of the differences between Chinese and English euphemisms

from the perspective of cognitive linguistics.

Keywords: English and Chinese euphemism; Cognitive linguistics; Definition; Similarities and

differences



