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On the Philosophical Connotation of "Water" in Laozi's Tao Te Ching
from the Perspective of Metaphor

Dong Caiyun
(Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou City, Henan Province, 450000)

Abstract: Tao Te Ching, as one of the classics of ancient China philosophy, has attracted the attention
of many scholars with its profound thoughts and unigue expression. From the perspective of metaphor,
this paper deeply discusses the philosophical connotation of water in Laozi's Tao Te Ching, focusing on
the core concepts such as "being good as water", "being soft" and "doing nothing". This essence of
water philosophy not only has unique value in ancient philosophy, but also provides enlightenment in
contemporary society, leadership and individual cultivation, providing people with a more tolerant and
intelligent lifestyle.
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