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A brief analysis of Confucius’ thought of loyalty and trust

Geng Jiahao
(School of Literature, Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou City, Henan Province, 450000)

Abstract: “Loyalty and trust” are two basic categories of Chinese traditional thought and culture. As a
famous thinker in the Spring and Autumn Period, Confucius discussed the specific connotation of “loyalty
and trust”. Studying the origin of the formation of Confucius’ thought of loyalty and trust as well as the
relationship of the two can not only explore the relationship between the historical background and
Confucius’ ideological system, but also have great significance for continuing to carry forward the
excellent moral qualities of “loyalty and trust” of the Chinese nation in the present era. This paper first
explores the origin of Confucius’ concept of “loyalty and trust” from the aspects of historical background
and theoretical basis, then analyzes the specific connotation of the two and the mutual relationship
between them. Finally this paper analyzes the contemporary value of Confucius’thought of “loyalty and
trust”.

Keywords: Confucius; thought of loyalty and trust; The Analects of Confucius



