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From Formalist Prose to Metafiction:
—— Review on Liu-Miaowen’s Poetics of Metafiction in the 1920s-1930s

E. A. Ikonnikova, Trans.Zhang Shang-he

(Sakhalin State University 693008, Russia ; St. Petersburg State University 199304, Russia)

Abstract: Metafiction is an important literary phenomenon in modern World Literature, however, there is
still a huge space for its study which has not yet formed study system in Russia. Liu Miaowen, a young
Chinese scholar, has made a useful exploration in this regard in his new book Poetics of Metafiction in
the 1920s-1930s, in which the author links the novels of two 20th-century writers, Shklovsky and Kavelin,
with the poetics of metafiction, integrates the research methods of formalism and metafiction theory to
interpret the texts, and at the same time pays attention to the evolution of metafiction theory in different
periods and provides a discursive analysis of terminology. The publication of this book will be of great
benefit to the study of Russian literature in both Russia and China.
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