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Study on Degree Adverb "A little" Based on Comparative Analysis

Congcong Jin
(Zhengzhou University, ZhengZhou/ HeNan, 450001)

Abstract: "A little (er)" is a common degree adverb in modern Chinese, indicating that the degree is not
high, with the meaning of "slight", in the process of use, it can be matched with words, phrases, etc., and
with different components, the function of the sentence is different, the corresponding meaning is
different, in addition to the meaning of light degree, but also can indicate the degree of high quantity.
Therefore, it is very flexible in the process of use, which leads to errors in the learning process of
second language learners. Therefore, this article will analyze the degree adverb "a little (er)". Based on
the method of contrastive analysis, this paper makes a comprehensive analysis of "Bi (er)" from the
aspects of syntax, semantics and pragmatics. The main objects of comparison are "a little", "slightly”
and "not too", hoping to supplement the relevant research on degree adverbs and provide theoretical
support for Chinese education.

Keywords: A little bit; Comparative analysis; Syntax; Semantics; Pragmatics



