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The Enlightenment of Hegel's Philosophy of History to Historical
Materialism

Peng Haijuan
(Minzu University of China, Beijing Haidian, 100081)

Abstract: One of the theoretical sources of Marxism is the German classical philosophy, in
which Hegel's philosophy has a direct enlightenment to the Marxist materialist view of history,
which is called the direct theoretical premise of the new materialist viewpoint. Hegel's
philosophy of history, as the culmination of the field of social history research before Marxist
historical materialism, has its own insurmountable idealistic defects, but many of its views have
become the most direct theoretical source of historical materialism. It is of great significance to
study the theoretical connection between Hegel's philosophy of history and historical
materialism, and to clarify how Marx critically inherited Hegel's philosophy, for us to deeply
understand the ideological system of historical materialism today.
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