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The Foundation of Moral Judgment:

On the Moral Instinct and Its Unteachable

Abstract: The transcendental form of life that children are born with makes their later
sociocultural life possible. For young children,this innate inner life is a true moral
life.Children are not born with moral ignorance.The transcendental goodwill,transcendental
sociality and innate moral instinct,which precede any individual experience,help children
acquire the transcendental moral foundation of theit own existence in the world in a sence of
innate superiority over adults.Among the sources of children’s moral consciousness,innate
moral instinct is the foundation of social morality,while the latter is the supplement of the
former.Therefore,children’s moral education,but the foundation of moral judgment and moral
behavior.Not only does the child live a social moral life based on the acquired culture,but he
also lives a life which is more important and primary,that is,the life of inner moral
instinct.Since innate moral instinct cannot be acquired througu external education,children’s
moral instinct,Since innate moral instinct cannot be acquired through external
education,children’s moral education needs to think about how to correctly open children’s
transcendental moral life,and make children lead a better moral life by inspiring and guiding
rather than inculcating moral knowledge.The moral life in a complete sense should b the
perfect thoughts combination of Mencius and Socrates,rather than the choice form either of
them.

Key words:philosophy of childhood;transcendental goodwill;moral instinct;heart of the
new born; moral education
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