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The Concept of Example in Kant’ s Theroy of Marol Education
LIU Feng—juan
(School of Literature, Jinan University, Guangzhou 510632. China)
Abstract:There has been more scholarly research on empirical example in
Kant’ s moral education, and less attention to pure example.However, both
concepts of example constitute indispensable elements of his theory of
moral education, and there is unity between them. Empirical example works

from the outside—in approach and beyond the limitations of the



individual. Their educational significance does not lie in direct
emulation, but in encouragement, in making people notice the feasibility
of morality. A pure example is the idea of amorally perfect being in pure
reason, and it works from the inside—out approach, leading people to
emulation and perfection by striking at their hearts:but this function
is limited to the individual himself.In the real practice of
education, these two types of example need to collaborate with
eachother. This is demonstrated by the fact that pure example serves as
the end of empirical ones and empirical examples are the means of pure
example;they can achieve historical unity in the educational process and
jointly realize the goal of human perfection on the part of moral
education.

Keywords:Kant ;moraleducation:example:morality
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