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Is It Possible to Learn Virtue?0On Plato’ s Meno
KONGLing—xin
(College of Educational Science, Hunan Normal University, Changsha
410081, China)
Abstract:Plato’s Meno is an educational drama about the teaching of
virtue. Meno has good memory, but he is extremely lazy,unwilling to
think, thirsty for power, and his soul is narrow and arrogant. He is obsessed
with finding teachers to teach virtue for him, but he is always reluctant
to reflect on his misunderstanding of virtue under the encouragement of
Soc-rates. This educational story shows the limitation of human wisdom, as
there is no perfect person who has complete wisdom and can teach
virtue. Therefore, although virtue can be taught in theory, it cannot be
taught in reality.However, man can obtain more true moral o pinions by
reflecting and exploring the wisdom of virtue continually, so as to get
closer to the virtue itself, and this is the meaning of ”“learning of virtue
without teaching”.

Keywords:virtue;exploration;moralopinion;Plato;Meno
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