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Diachronic development of classifier "ba" and its cognitive basis

Xiaojing Zhang
(Zhengzhou university, Zhengzhou / Henan, 450000)

Abstract: An important feature of modern Chinese is the large number and flexible usage of classifiers.
The classifier "ba" has the complex usage of collective classifiers, individual classifiers and momentum
words. This paper investigates the diachronic evolution of the classifier "ba", and probes into the
interrelationships within and between subcategories of the classifier "ba" from a cognitive perspective by
using the prototype category theory.

Keywords: classifier; "ba"; categorization theory



