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Mu Weilian's "Gezhi New Law" and "New Tools"
spread in China in the early days

Wang Yinyin
(Yuelu Academy, Hunan University, Changsha / Hunan, 410086 )

Abstract: The translation of Gezhi New Law by William Muirhead, a missionary of the London Missionary
Society, is the first translation to introduce Bacon's New Tools to China. William Muirhead's translation of
Bacon's "New Tools" actually has three versions, namely, "Ge Zhi Xin Li", "Ge Zhi Xin Fa" and "Ge Zhi
Xin Ji". Through investigating the content and the background of the times of "Ge Zhi Xin Fa", the article
believes that William Muirhead's missionary strategy has influenced his orientation and adjustment of the
translation, and his co translator Shen Yugui has also played an important role in it. The direct impact of
this book at that time was limited, but in the long run, it still played a positive role in the dissemination of
Bacon's ideas in China and the scientific enlightenment in modern China, and the liberation of ideas.

Keywords: Gezhi New Law, William Muirhead, Bacon's New Tools, Late Qing Dynasty



