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Divine deconstruction and modernity carnival

-- Research on the reverse writing of the motif of "Suffering and
Redemption" in As I Lay Dying

Han Shengjie

(Hunan university, Changsha / Hunan Province, 410082)

Abstract: "Suffering and salvation" is an important motif in the biblical tradition. Faulkner continued to
use this motif in his novel "As | Lay Dying", telling the ten-day funeral of the Bundrens. However, beyond
the sacred cloak of the "Bible" motif, the novel uses the irony of emotional opposition, exposing the
absurd essence of the "journey of suffering”, and rejects the possibility of people’s salvation by
constructing the "non-hero" group portraits. Among the multiple negative connotations, Faulkner strip off
the sacred cloak of the motif of "suffering and salvation", hinted at the spiritual wasteland of modern
people and gave modern philosophical thinking during the confrontation and fusion of literary poetic and
religious divinity.
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