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The Logic of Discovery: Searching for the Possibility of Deconstruction

——The Origins of Modern Japanese Literature: A Glimpse into the
Critical Model of Kojin Karatani

Chenzheng Lanlin

(Hunan University, Changsha / Hunan Province, 410006)

Abstract: The Origins of Modern Japanese Literature is one of the major masterpieces of modern
Japanese literary critic Kojin Karatani, in which the rediscovery and interpretation of many concepts
reflect a mode of criticism with deconstruction as the underlying logic.Taking the two debates on
"structural force" mentioned in Chapter 6 as the starting point, this paper analyzes two basic ways in
which Kojin Karatani traces the origins of modern Japanese literature, namely, dissecting modern literary
devices and deconstructing modern literary institutions, and further explores the significance of Kojin
Karatani's critical model for the exploration of literary modernity on this basis.

Keywords:Kojin Karatani; The Origins of Modern Japanese Literature; Deconstruction; Literary Devices;
Modern Literary System



