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The grammaticalization of ""Zai(&)" in Linxiang dialect of Hunan Province

Tu Gang
(Hunan University ,Changsha/Hunan , 410082)

Abstract: Although "Zai( & )" is a dialect word, it has a wide range of uses, and its usage has both
commonness and individuality. In Linxiang dialect of Hunan Province, the usage of "Zai( /& )" is varied,
and it is unique and representative to some extent. In Linxiang dialect, "Zai(/#)" is used as content word,
affix and approximate paricle, and there are subdivided different usage cases under each usage, and the
degree of grammaticalization is high. Based on the analysis of the synchronic variant of "Zai( & )" in
Linxiang dialect, this paper speculates and analyzes its grammaticalization path according to the

correspondence between synchronic relation and diachronic track.

Keywords: Zai(#), Linxiang dialect, grammaticalization, grammaticalization chain
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