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A Study on Geographical Names in Yongchuan County, Chongqing
Municipality from the Perspective of Embodied Cognitive Linguistics

Shao Zihan
(Sichuan International Studies University,Chongqing,400031)

Abstract: Previous studies indicates that the geographical names of administrative districts, streets and
neighborhoods embody the cultural connotations of the locality, which further embody the cognitive
characteristics shaped by the local people in the long-term producing and living practices. With a view to
further revealing the cultural connotations and characteristics embodied in the geographical names and
providing a new idea for place-name study, this paper, based on Embodied Cognitive Linguistics(ECL),
selects the geographical names in Yongchuan County, Chongging Municipality as the corpus and
analyses the language structure and semantic features of Yongchuan geographical names from the
perspective of its natural landscape and folklore culture.The results demonstrate that firstly, geographical
names are products of human body experience and the abstract concepts in geographical names are
constructed through metaphor on the basis of the local people’s life practice; secondly, the geographical
names of Yongchuan embody the cognitive characteristics of the local people's natural and human
geography,dialects,concepts and visions; thirdly, the core principle “Reality-Cognition-Language” in ECL
is embedded in the heart of Chongqing people and embodied in the urban landscape and modern
practice.

Keywords: ECL; Geographical names in Yongchuan; Local culture; Cognitive
Characteristics;Reality-Cognition-Language
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