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How Customs Promote Children's Moral Development

Hu Jinmu & Du Yue

Abstract: Customs, a phenomenon from social life and culture accumulated and inherited
from generation to generation, reflect a behavioral mode and values shared by a certain
group.Sharing the same origin with morality, customs feature morality by nature, and are closely
connected with children's moral development. During their formation and evolution, customs are
constantly edified by ethical and moral spirit, infiltrated by group emotions, and restricted by
behavioral norms so as to promote the development of individual moral cognition, the enrichment
of moral emotions, and the formation of moral behaviors and habits. Meanwhile, people need to
realize that customs are different from morality, and that only good customs are of educational
value. Schools need to guide children to think rationally about customs and distinguish good
customs from bad ones, explore customary morality resources, carry out activities about

customary moral education by relying on daily teaching, the development of customs-related



courses; and traditional Chinese culture, guide children to participate in customs-related activities,
and build a system for customs-based cultivation of talents so as to promote children's moral
development.

Key words: morality; custom; customary moral education; children's moral development



