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Moral Imagination, Right Reason and Order: An Interpretation of Russell

Kirk’s Liberal Education Thought

WANG Chen JING Shan-shan
(Faculty of Education,Beijing Normal University,Beijing,100875)

Abstract: Russel Kirk is a famous American political theorist, historian and advocate of
classical liberal education. Kirk constructs the liberal education view from the perspective of
conservatism through the interpretation of moral imagination, right reason and order. Kirk
considers that the purpose of liberal education is the development of moral imagination and right
reason, which regards the cultivation of moral imagination as the core and the development of
right reason as the guidance. Based on the purpose of liberal education, literature learning as the
expression of moral imagination constitutes the main content of liberal education. In the practical
result of liberal education, it finally forms the inner order of the soul and the outer order of the

commonwealth. Regarding the preservation and implementation of liberal education, the liberal



arts college is the best place for liberal education.Only in such an institution can liberal education
be preserved and revived.
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