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On Moral Imagination and the Aesthetic Direction of Moral Edification

Xiao Xiang

Abstract : Moral imagination, a morally psychological activity that creatively develops
situation and empathy projection, plays an important role in moral behavior selection,moral
thinking development, and moral belief cultivation. Moral education essentially pursuits the moral
edification of the subject, but the traditional mode of moral cognition has its defects, which
affect the effectiveness of moral edification and hinder the achievement of its goals. To change the
constraints of accumulated moral edification on moral knowledge, and the obsession of ethical
legalism with norms or provisions, we need to stimulate creative imagination in moral education.
Giving play to the active role of moral imagination is an important way to transform moral

edification from "turning knowledge into wisdom" and "turning wisdom into virtue" to "turning



morality into beauty." To cultivate the moral character of the subject in moral education is to make
the subject actively follow the value orientation that "human beings are the purpose" and that
"harmonious order is to be maintained, " and pursue "beauty" in the regenerative cycle of virtue,
goodness and beauty so as to reach the goal of "turning virtue into beauty" in moral edification.
Moral imagination enlightens the aesthetic shift of moral edification, and through the orientation
of beauty, which refers to the metaphysical construction of moral meaning, the pursuit of beauty,
which means value generation and creation in moral imagination, and the experience of beauty,
which indicates the start of the "spiritual journey" for value experience in moral imagination,
reaches the realm of beauty, which implies the moral concern over moral edification in moral
imagination, thus indicating the aesthetic practice of moral edification.

Key words: moral education; moral imagination; moral edification; turning morality into
beauty
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