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Collective Memory and Moral Education
ZHANG Le
(Institute of Moral Education, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210097, China)

Abstract : Collective memory is the common memory owned by group members, which is
not the sum of individual memories of group members, but the memory constructed by group
members based on their shared cultural tools. Therefore, collective memory is not an objective
reproduction of the past, but a reconstruction of the past based on the present. The primary
significance of collective memory is its cohesion and identity. In addition, it also has the
significance of regulating group values and behavior habits, preserving and enriching group
traditions, and alleviating individual and group suffering. However, collective memory involves
moral problems such as selective forgetting and oppression. In order to avoid these moral
problems, moral education should construct “Shared" collective memory through dialogue and

cultivate students human consciousness in collective memory.
Key words: memory; individual moral; collective memory; moral problems; moral

education
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