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Engaging History Historical Imagination and the Development of Its

Competency

Guo Yuanxiang , Wang Qiur
( School of Education , Central China Normal University , Wuhan hubei 430079 , China)

Abstract : Historical imagination is a psychological and spiritual activity based on historical facts
which reproduces historical images in the mind , constructs historical scenes , flexibly considers the
various possibilities of history , and makes reasonable explanations for them . History learning requires
the participation of imagination. History imagination is not only the relatively stable psychological
characteristics and behavioral performances in an individual's construction of historical scenes and
historical possibilities, but also a core competency of history curriculum. Through historical imagination
students are able to understand history in its original form, conduct historical inquiry, build historical
thinking , develop a materialistic view of history , and engage history in profound interpretation and
reflection . Historical imagination is based on the overall perception of history, and its basic process
includes five parts : historical perception , historical reviewing , historical reasoning , historical creation ,
and historical interpretation . Historical imagination is also a way of learning in history curriculum, and
the implementation of imaginative instruction helps develop students' historical imagination competency.
It is important to develop students’ historical imagination competency by generating vivid and rich
historical scenes from historical evidence, exploring historical possibilities rationally, triggering historical
emotional resonance , and enabling Imagination to be displayed In students historical expression .

Key words : historical imagination and its competency ; historical evidence ; historical interpretation
historical thinking ; instruction in-depth.
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