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On the Conception of War Justice in the Spring and Autumn Period
Zhang Feng
(21 Bohai Road, Caofeidian Xincheng, Tangshan / Hebei Province, 063210)
Abstract:

The Spring and Autumn Period is an important stage in the development of the law of war in the local
legal civilization of China, and the conception of war justice in China has gradually been defined. The
conception of war justice in the Spring and Autumn period has the historical particularity of the era at the
beginning of its birth. However, because justice itself is a metaphysical ideology, it is not only related to
the specific legal system on which it is based, but also relatively independent, and tends to develop
toward a consensus cognition. Those rules of ' righteousness war ' In the Spring and Autumn period,
were not got widely approved during the Warring States period, so the saying that ' there was no
righteousness war in the Spring and Autumn period '. However, a detailed analysis of the literature
shows that this is only a bias from the perspective of Mencius ' theory of just war, not the conception of
justice that people accept and followed in the Spring and Autumn period. If we break through the
superstition of Mencius's theory, it is easy to find that although a series of rules of war law evolved in the
practice among various countries in the Spring and Autumn period have not been completely inherited in
later generations, the conception of war justice generated therefrom still maintains a strong vitality and
compatibility even in the new era. In the Spring and Autumn Periods, the war justice conceptions such
as ' Shi Chu You Ming '( engaging in war with a proper reason ), ' Sha Fa You Jie '(keeping moderate in
military action), ' Zui Ren You Du ' ( be generous and tolerance to the capitulate ) and ' Fu Er She Zhi
'( pardon when enemy surrender ), which were generated or perfected in the Spring and Autumn Period,
had a profound impact on the war regulation under the traditional Chinese legal civilization in later
generations.
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