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A Debate on the Judicial Tradition of "Judge through meeting" in the
Spring and Autumn Period: On the Conception of Justice in Ancient
Chinese Legal Civilization

Zhang Feng
(21 Bohai Road, Caofeidian Xincheng, Tangshan / Hebei Province, 063210)

Abstract: "Yi Shi Yi zhi"("Judge through a meeting") is an important Chinese judicial tradition.
Understanding this tradition as opposed to "Zheng Yu Xing Shu"("Judge through citing the Criminal
Codex") is just a defensive argument by Shu Xiang who opposed Zi Chan's legislative action through
"Found the Criminal Codex to a tripod"”, which does not conform to the real situation of the judicial
litigation system and practice in Zhou Dynasty. In fact, "Judge through citing the Criminal Codex" seems
quite common in the "Judge through meeting" procedure, the two are not contradictory. "Judge through
a meeting" has the characteristics of multiple-subject, diverse basis, highly flexible, and better optionality,
but also inevitably leads to judicial corruption. This tradition has not been eliminated in the era of "law
and order" but has developed into a conference-style trial tradition in China in the form of "eight
discussions", "ask for royal instructions”, "the discussion of lords and ministers", "joint trial by different
yamen" and so on. This tradition reflects the inherent concept of " cooperation of colleagues” in China
and the idea of seeking justice by common consensus. This historical experience is valuable for judicial
reform in modern China.

Keywords: Judge through a meeting. Judge through citing the Criminal Codex. the conception of justice;
judicial tradition
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