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On Li Bai’ s Negation and Acceptance of Tao Yuanming

Xu Liuyang
(Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou/ Henan , 450000)

Abstract: The literati in the prosperous Tang Dynasty had very complicated feelings towards Tao
Yuanming. On the one hand, they praised Tao Yuanming's noble pursuit of indifference to fame and
wealth and seclusion to the countryside. On the other hand, they sought a "shortcut to the end". They
did not really yearn for the countryside. In particular, Li Bai, as a representative of Tang Dynasty's active
accession to the WTO, did not agree with Tao Yuanming's passive life style in the early stage. However,
with the increase of experience, Li Bai experienced ups and downs in his life. After encountering a
series of bureaucratic setbacks, Li Bai's attitude towards Tao Yuanming changed greatly in the later
stage. On the one hand, he regarded Tao Yuanming as his spiritual sustenance, on the other hand On
the one hand, he used Tao Yuanming to welcome officials in order to become an official. This paper
aims to explore Li Bai's complex feelings towards Tao Yuanming and his acceptance of Tao Yuanming's
reclusive thoughts and works.

Keywords: Li Bai ;Tao Yuanming ;Negation ;Acceptance
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