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On Indirect Moral Education Oriented to the Moral Trinity of the School:
Focusing on the Rise and Fall of Direct Moral Instruction in the West
Huang Xiangyang

Abstract: Whether John Dewey opposed direct moral instruction is a controversial iss
ue in China's academic circles, and a systematic review of his thoughts helps us clarify t
his issue. Dewey was once an enthusiastic supporter of direct moral instruction when it e
merged in American schools, but a few years later he changed into asharp critic of it owi
ng to educational ethics; eventually, he became a staunch opponent of direct moral instruc
tion on the grounds of his democracy. He applied sociology in parallel with psychology i
n his expositions on ethical principles underlying education. First, he used sociological ter
ms to explain the ethics of school life, of teaching methods and of materials, from which
he identified the trinity of social power, social intelligence and social interest; second, h
e used psychological terms to translate them into the trinity of force, good judgment and
sensitiveness; finally, he adopted the moral trinity of the school as a criterion to examine
school life, teaching methods and materials. He formulated moral education of school in a
theoretical framework of mutual construction of educational aims and means. When he dis
cussed the moral purpose of the school, he examined the resources used to achieve it, an
d gave the idea of indirect moral education; when he discussed indirect moral education,
he focused on the social nature of the course of study, as well as moral training from the
school community life and from teaching methods, and made it clear that the moral purp
ose of the school lay in the moral trinity of the school. The theory of indirect moral edu
cation oriented to the moral trinity of the school leads to the attempt of interdisciplinary
moral education programms, the exploration into comprehensive moral education, and the

decline in direct moral instruction. The distinctive comprehensive moral education across t



he world, and the practice of various interdisciplinary or comprehensive programms under
this framework have declared the victory of the theory of indirect moral education.
Key words: educational ethics; the moral trinity of the school; indirect moral educat

ion; direct moral instruction; interdisciplinary program
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