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A study on women's dowry in Ancient Babylonia

Yuanjun Liu
(Zhengzhou University, Henan Province,450000)

Abstract: Since the institution of marriage, dowry has occupied an important position. In ancient
Babylonian times, the importance of dowry to women cannot be ignored. This topic analyzes the origin,
main content and value of the concept of dowry as well as the composition and attribution of dowry. In
ancient Babylonia, a woman's dowry consisted of a wide variety of assets, ranging from daily necessities,
agricultural land, private slaves, and gold and silver tools. Dowry included all aspects of married life. The
dowry originally belonged to the woman, but eventually to the woman, her children or her father,
depending on the circumstances.
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