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On the Rebellion, Persistence and Return of
Confucianism in the Wei, Jin and Six Dynasties

Yang Jieyu
(Hunan University, Changsha / Hunan, 410000)

Abstract: Wei, Jin and Six Dynasties (also known as Wei, Jin and the Southern and Northern
Dynasties) as the most frequent period of regime change in Chinese history, the years of feudal
separatism and continuous wars, on the one hand, led to political unrest, on the other hand,
promoted the prosperity of the ideological and cultural field. The rise and fall of dynasties and the
confrontation and fusion between the north and the south make people break through the shackles
of the original single style in all aspects of life, showing a diversified development trend. In this
process of diversification, due to the interaction of many factors, the literature, art and ideas rooted
in the unique reality of the Wei, Jin and six dynasties are also different from before Different
shapes. This paper focuses on the analysis of the existing form of Confucianism in the period of
Wei, Jin and the Southern and Northern Dynasties. By elaborating the course of Confucianism
from rebellion to persistence and finally realizing the return of value in this chaotic historical
period, we can find the internal law in the process of its development and change. At the same
time, the author will also explain the complexity connotation of Confucianism at this time, and
make a carding and explanation of its causes, so as to more clearly show the inheritance and new
changes of traditional Confucianism core under the multi ideological and cultural interweaving of

Wei, Jin and six dynasties.

Keywords: Wei, Jin and Six Dynasties; Confucianism; Metaphysics
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