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Cultural Lacunae/Gap in Cross-cultural Communication and Its
Translation Strategy

Sun Ya-ping, Xu Hong

(Harbin Institute of Technology, School of Foreign Languages, Harbin 150001)

Abstract: The phenomenon of lacuna is a universal problem in cross-cultural communication. Its
emergence and existence is the inevitable product of the process of a nation’s cognition of the world
relative to other nations’ cognition of the world. According to the theory of Russian scholars, lacunae can
be divided into cultural lacunae, linguistic lacunae, and text lacunae. Cultural lacunae are divided into
national psychological lacunae, activity-communicative lacunae, and lacunae of cultural space. In order
to eliminate cultural lacunae in cross-cultural communication, translators need to adopt different

translation strategies in a targeted manner.

Keywords: cross-cultural communication; lacuna theory; cultural lacunae; translation strategies
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