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Psychological Analysis of Rumors of Sudden Public Crisis Events in
Post-truth Era

Li Mingyi, Qu Xuehua
(Hunan University, Changsha / Hunan, 410082)

Abstract: Rumor has different forms and communication mechanisms in different social situations. In
the emotional "post-truth”" era, in the face of sudden public crisis events, rumor is different from the form
in daily life. It shows the characteristics of hon-fiction narration and "scientific" sharing while meeting the
rumor propagation formula. Based on the rumor events of "China Internet Rumor Refuting Platform”
from March to May 2022, this paper intends to interpret the causes of the emergence and persistence of
rumors during the COVID-19 period from the perspective of communication psychology, and attempt to
analyze the social psychology behind the rumors
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