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The Origin and Development of Digital Sociology:
A New Perspective of Social Research

Wu Bin
(School of Law, Hangzhou Dianzi University, Hangzhou / Zhejiang, 310018)

Abstract: Based on a careful review of the existing research results in digital sociology, this paper
introduces digital sociology as the latest research turn in the international sociological community. Firstly,
the background of digital sociology is reviewed, and through theoretical tracing, it is argued that digital
sociology should be regarded as an attempt and effort of disciplinary integration. It is argued that digital
sociology is an inheritance and development of the traditional sociology of technology in the "pre-digital”
era under new historical conditions. Finally, it is argued that the main research themes of digital
sociology include the acquisition and analysis of big data, the sociological analysis of digital media use,

and the critical study of digital sociology.

Keywords: digital sociology; digitalization; Internet; big data; digital media

&R

A (1986-) , F, #HixmAKA, i, #HIF, TEFLTAALLAELF, HFELF,
Email: wubin86@hdu.edu.cn

KA T EARN TRE R T F4E KAu & F AR X F &5



