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On Nomads’ Society, Economy and Power -

Reading Nomads and the Outside World by Khazanov
Waurihan

(Department of Sociology, Peking University)

Abstract: Khazanov's Nomads and the Outside World, a masterpiece in discussing the
historical, economic and political forms of nomadic societies, uses rich field cases to explain in
detail the types of nomadic societies, their organizational forms, their social differentiation and
their patterns of interaction with different surrounding societies. Khazanov's Nomads and Their
External World has to be repeatedly cited in the discussion of contrasting agro-pastoralist social
patterns, the origins of agro-pastoralism, and the patterns of interaction between different
regimes in Inner Asian history. The structure and content of this book are described in detail in
this paper, and the author concludes with a review.

Key words: Nomadic animal husbandry; nomadic social organization types; interaction
patterns
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