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The Founding of the Department of Russian-Soviet Literature at Peking
University under the Leadership of the Communist Party of China

Wang Xin-yi
(Department of Russian Language and Literature, School of Foreign Languages, Peking University, Beijing
100871)

Abstract: The Department of Russian Language and Literature of Peking University, the predecessor of
the Department of Russian Language and Literature of the School of Foreign Languages of Peking
University, was founded in the early 1950s. At the beginning of the founding of the People's Republic of
China, the need for Russian language specialists in the new China increased dramatically, and the
establishment of the Department of Russian Language and Literature at Peking University was on the
agenda. Mr. Cao Jinghua, a renowned translator and revolutionary writer, was unanimously selected for this
task because of his high moral character, profound knowledge and reputation at home and abroad. Under
the leadership of the Communist Party and with the joint efforts of Mr. Cao and his colleagues, the
Department of Russian Language and Literature at Peking University was established, and started to
prepare for the academics of Russian-Soviet literature.

Key words: Peking University; Russian-Soviet literature; establishment of the subject; Cao Jinghua
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