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University and Urban Community: Research on the Use of Tap Water By
Merchants Around the New Campus of the Ta Hsuio University in
1930-1937,Shanghai

Jiang Mingming Tian Tong
(Anhui University, Hefei / Anhui, 230601)
(Central China Normal University, Wuhan /Hubei, 430079)

Abstract: University is the pioneer of urban civilization, and also the leader of harmonious
development and code of conduct in the university-centric urban community. In 1930, the Great China
University moved to the desolate Zhongshan Road. It not only promoted business prosperity and
improved public facilities, but also formed a university community because of the interaction between
teachers and students and surrounding merchants. In order to solve the problem of water sanitation, it
dug a well, installed pipe, and provided clean water for the surrounding merchants. In the process,
because of the overload of water supply, inevitably, the university had conflicts of interest with municipal
departments and merchants. But even so, it still followed the principle of social priority, reconciled with
them, and brought modern civilization to the university community accompanied by the development of
tap water. Thus, university not only created new urban communities, gave birth to the demand of
modernity, but also provided the civilized scale of modern lifestyle for community residents.

Keywords: the Great China university; Urban community; Tap water; Zhabei Hydropower company;

Urban modernization

- 12 -



