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On the Buddhist Stupas of the Qitan Dynasty in Inner Mongolia

CAO Jia-yi
(Center for Mongolian Studies, Inner Mongolia University, Hohhot, 010021)

Abstract: There are 9 Qitan Buddhist Towers in Inner Mongolia. Based on the staging of

architectural history, this paper summarizes the research results and characteristics of the
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Qitan Buddhist Towers in Inner Mongolia in different periods. Since the beginning of the 20th
century, Japanese scholars have investigated the Shangjing South Tower and the Qingzhou
White Tower. The Qitan Buddhist Towers research in Inner Mongolia has entered the basic
stage of data accumulation. After the founding of the People's Republic of China, along with
the publication of the first batch of cultural relics protection units at all levels and the
development of cultural relics, the basic materials period was increasingly enriched. After the
1980s, with the repair and of several Qitan Buddhist Towers, the study of the Qitan Buddhist
Towers in Inner Mongolia entered the scientific research period. The previous research results
were mainly based on ancient building survey and mapping. After the 1990s, the study of the
Qitan Buddhist Towers in Inner Mongolia gradually developed from the field of ancient

architecture and archaeology to the multi-disciplinary research stage of art and religion.
Key words: Inner Mongolia; the Qitan Dynasty; Buddhist Stupas
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