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Herder’s Philosophy in N. V. Gogol’s Early Writings

Sun Ren-zhe

(School of International Studies, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310030, China)

Abstract: German philosopher, John Gottfried von Herder, has great influence upon the Russian society
at the beginning of 19" century, and it was his theories of nationalism that contributed most to the
awakening of the self-consciousness of the Slavic peoples. N. V. Gogol in his youth learned off Herder’s
works, and on the basis of Herder’s philosophy of history and folklore, Gogol developed his own
understandings of general laws in human history, characters of nations and their destiny. These thoughts
of Gogol are directly expressed in Arabesque (1835), a collection of Gogol's articles on history and
geography, and are strongly hinted in his early literary works, such as Evenings on a Farm Near Dikanka
(1831) and Mirgorod (1835). However, Gogol has a quite different view from Herder on the relationship
between nation and state. Herder emphasizes the importance of nation over state, while Gogol sees a
culturally independent nation as the foundation of a powerful autocratic country: in this sense, he is closer
to Slavophiles.
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