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Four Stages of the Research on the Origin of Chinese Civilization in the
20th Century

Zhong Langran

(College of History and Tourism, Heilongjiang University, Harbin, Heilongjiang province, 150000)

Abstract: Since the beginning of the 20th century, Chinese researchers had begun to study the origin
of Chinese civilization. It can be roughly divided into four stages until the beginning of the 21th century,
namely, 1. comparison of ancient history, 2. archaeological exploration, 3. debate between the Central
Plains-centric view and the multi-integration view, 4. the view of multi-integration in one. Among them,
the discussion of the third stage is the key to the maturity of the study of the origin of civilization.

Keywords: Origin of Chinese Civilization; Central Plains-centric view; View of multi-integration in one;
History of archaeology
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