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Shestov's Comment on Dostoevsky's Philosophy of Tragedy
——Taking The Notes of Underground Man as An Example

Zhang Nan

(Graduate Institute of Interpretation and Translation, Heilongjiang University, Harbin 150080, China)

Abstract: As a world famous religious philosopher, Shestov revealed Dostoevsky's tragic philosophy. He
believes that Dostoyevsky has entered a new period of creation since the “The Notes of Underground
Man”, abandoned moral idealism, re-examined his beliefs, and openly broke away from the past.
Therefore, the philosophy of tragedy highlighted in The Notes of Underground Man is of milestone
significance in the writer's creative path. This is a testimony to the dramatic changes in Dostoevsky's
thinking and the beginning of tragic philosophy. The writer no longer cries for weakness and despair, but
as a basement philosopher breaks moral codes and natural laws, explores life and existence, and extols
freedom and suffering. The purpose of philosophy of tragedy is to reject reason and science, pursue
freedom and faith, and focus on suffering and despair.
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