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Moral Education Theory from the Narrow Sense to the Broad Sense:
Tracing the Development Course of Moral Education Theory in the People’s Republic
of China

Huang Xiangyang

Abstract: The first edition of Fundamentals of Moral Education in the broad sense in the
People’s Republic of China was published in the 1980s and edited by professor Hu Shoufen. It is a
result of the cooperation of colleagues all over the country and represents the theoretical level of
moral education theorists in the early stage of reform and opening-up. This work laid the basic
framework of moral education theory in China in the following decades. The theoretical
framework can be traced back to the theory of ideological education in a draft of Educology edited
by professor Liu Funian, and finally to the theory of moral education in the narrow sense
constructed in 1957 by Professor Hu Shoufen based on Makarenko’ s thoughts of collective
education and the schooling practice of the People’s Republic of China. It can be said that moral
education theory in China has gone through a development path from moral education theory in
the narrow sense to theory of ideplogical education, then to the fundamentals of moral education
in the broad sense.
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