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The Tragedy of Tess in the Collision of the Two Sexes

Zhao Tiantian
(Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou / Henan, 450001)

Abstract: Tess of the D‘Urbervilles is a highly representative work of critical realism novel written by
Thomas Hardy. Through telling miseries of a pure nice village girl, the novel accuses the discrimination
and abuse of women in male-dominated British society. Then the novel created readers’ self-examination
on gender relations. From the perspective of gender relation, the first part of this paper analyzes sexual
awareness on the base of Thomas Hardy’s historical background and personal experiences. Then the
paper discusses the effect of Thomas Hardy’s sexual awareness on figuring out the characters in the
novel. On the second part, the paper mainly discusses the tragedy of Tess through analyzing the role of
sexual awareness’s difference and unbalance on the main characters of the novel.

Keywords:gender consciousness; Hardy's gender views; victorian age; the tragedy of Tess



