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A Metaphor-based Discussion on Red Lotuses(Lure of Beauty) as
"Touchstone" (Ritual Ordeal):Based on Findings from Related novels of
Ming Dynasty

Wang Shuigen,Fu Qinfang
(Yichun University, Yi Chun/Jiang Xi, 336000)

Abstract: In the Ming Dynasty novels, the title of "red lotus" is not an accidental naming, and the Lust
test is its very obvious mark symbol.The existential value of a "red lotus" image is only to verify if a monk
has stood up to the test of his monkery. Not only that, when a monk is tried to be a loser, a "red lotus"
image may have to take responsibility for the failure because of Helen of Troy. In this sense, the "red
lotus" symbol actually means the issue of objectifying women.

Keywords: Touchstone, Red Lotuses, monk
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