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On the World of Death in Thunderstorm

ZHENG Yong-wang

(Heilongjiang University, Harbin 150080, China)

Abstract: In Dobroliubov’s opinion, Katerina’s unexpected death was “a beam of the light in the dark
kingdom”. But he only judged of her death by the ethical ideal and didn’t attach importance to the
aesthetic meanings. Starting with some aspects of the death esthetics, this paper tries to analyze the
meaningful death in the text. The conclusion is that Katerina’s death stands for an aesthetic value and
Dikoi's and Kabanova’s recalling the past with nostalgia is the very dying consciousness that seeps

through “the dark kingdom” and Boris’s and Kabanov’s behavior belongs to the spiritual dying process.
Key words: aesthetic value; thunderstorm; Katerina; death image; dying for being born
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